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1. Scope 

The present project focuses on two aspects of 
European foreign policy (as defined by White, 2001): 
trade policy and CFSP.  

 

Why twofold scope?  

1.Lisbon Treaty changes  

2.Highly integrated and communitarized policy 
compared to a relatively new and developing policy 

3.EU uses its economic allure (trade power) to build 
leverage on political issues (CFSP) 
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2. Context 
 

 

 

 Broad discussion on the EU democratic legitimacy. 

 

 Growing role of EP in trade and CFSP in the post-
Lisbon area.  
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3. Research Question 

 

Given the growing role and enhanced powers of the EP in the 
post-Lisbon period, how is the EU parliamentarization of trade 
policy and CFSP happening? 
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4. Definition of the key concept 

 

EU parliamentarization  

the progressive development of and aspiration to set 
up a European level system of government with 
strong priority setting and policy planning input from 
the EP.  
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5. How is EU parliamentarization happening? 
  

Analytical framework 

Based on the literature of governance and informal governance 
(Christiansen & Neuhold, 2012) 

 

Operationalization 

2 case studies within the trade scope and 2 within the CFSP scope 

 

Content analysis 

Examination of formal and informal tools available to the EP 
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6. General Conclusions  
Key concept: EU parliamentarization 

 

Key objectives:  

 redefine parliamentarization 

 form hypotheses 

 analyse informal non–treaty based tools 

 contribute to the conceptual and theoretical dimension of 
parliamentarization 

 provide a critical test of theories that try to explain the key concept 

 offer a new theory-driven analytical case in the literature  

 provide valuable insights for policy makers and practitioners 


